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Prasnottara Ratna Malika 


Prasnottara Ratna Malika is one among the many 
works by SANKARA BHAGAVATPADA In this work, in 
the form of questions and answers, various issues on which 
doubts that may arise to ardent devotees, are sought to be 
cleared. English translation is given alongside the original 
Sanskrit text to facilitate understanding by those who are 
not well versed in Sanskrit language. This translation is 
in simple words. 

This book should serve as a guide to those who seek 
to lead a Dharmic life. 

This is being issued at the behest of JAGAD 
GURU PUJYA SRI SANKARACHARYA of KANCHI 
KAMAKOTI PEETAM, 1, Salad Road, Kancheepuram, 
Pin: 631 502, Tamilnadu, and is brought out by 
TIRUMALA TIRUPATIDEVASTHANAMS, TIRUPATI, 
ANDHRA PRADESH. 



# ^NvC Wlr^T? ^ 


Prasnottara Ratna Malika 
of Sankara Bhagavatpada 
The Gem Garland 
of Questions and Answers 

1. ^ I 

- 3m - Wnf^RRT II 

Whoever is indeed not adorned by this 
Question-Answer-Gem- Necklace, memorised 
for ready reference and \yhich is the foremost 
means to obtain the seen and the unseen goals 
(ofhfe)! 

2. mirnt! f% 3^^ ? 

O Lord! Which is to be taken ? 

The utterances of the Preceptor. 

And Which is to be given up ? 

The forbidden act. 

^ ip: ? 

Who is a Preceptor ? 
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One who has realized the truth and is ever 
striving for the good of the disciple. 

3 . ? 

What is to be quickly done on the part of the 
wise ? 

I 

The cessation of the cycle of birth and death. 

1 % - 3 ^ 7 

What is the seed of the tree of release ? 

H i 

It is the right knowledge, shown in practice. 

4 . 7 

What is more beneficial than anythingelse? 
«R: I 

Righteousness. 

# 1 : ^ 7 

Who is the pure (person) here ? 

One whose mind is pure. 

Who is the wise (man) ? 
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One who discriminates. 

f^f^? 

What is poison ? 

Transgression of Preceptors’ orders. 

5 . ? 

What is the essence of life ? 

Sif^Ttefq flR?mR 1 

This alone is to be reflected on repeatedly. 

^#13 ? 

What is the most desirable for human beings? 

Life dedicated for one’s and others’ welfare. 

6 . W. ? 

What is it that generates delusion like liquor ? 

I 

Attachment. 

Who are thieves ? 

I 

Objects of sense. 
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What is the creeper of birth ? 


ij®''!! I 

Thirst for enjoyment. 

? 

Who is the foe ? 

It is but idleness. 

7. OTI?[ f? ? 

What is here the fear from ? 

TORII 

From death. 

3WRI ^ ^f?TNRt ? 

Who is worse than the blind man ? 

TPftl 

One with attachments. 

W. ? 

Who is brave ? 

One who is not shaken by the shafts of amorous 
glances of women. 

8. ^ ■•fJulfeirdfM: 1% 3?ip ? 

What is fit to be heard like nectar by the ears? 
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Teachings of the good. 

What is the cause of greatness ? 

T^a?! wiT«f4 ^ I 

That which is known as not asking favours. 

9. 

What is inscrutable ? 

I 

The conduct of woman. 

Who is clever ? 

^ ^ ^ I 

One who is not won over by that. 

What is unhappiness ? 

I 

Cheerlessness. 

f% ? 

What is ea^ ? 

^^TESJT I 

Asking the lowly for help. 
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10 . 

What is livelihood ? 

That which is blemishless. 

f% WR? 

What is unintelligence ? 

^113^ ft 1 

Not repeating what is learnt. 

Who is wakeful ? 

One who discriminates. 

What is sleep ? 

1 

The stupidity of the living being. 

11 . ? 

What is transient like the water on the lotus- 
leaf? 

Youth, wealth and life. 

33: % ftrrwn: ? 

Again, tell me who is equal to the rays of the 
moon ? 
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Only good people. 

12 . ^ ? 

What is hell ? 

H<c|?WI I 

Being in another’s control. 

What is comfort ? 

-m I 

That disgust towards every kind of attachment. 

f% ? 

What is to be done ? 

The good of the creatures. 

And what is dear for creatmes ? 

«RER:| 

Life. 

13. 

What results in evil ? 

BH: 

Conceit. 


7 



What bestowes happiness ? 

I 

Friendship with good people. 

Who is clever in destro 3 dng all unhappiness? 

r*ir»ftl 

One who always renounces. 

14. 

What is death ? 

Unintelligence. 

What is priceless ? 

^ I 

That which is given at the right moment. 

31WUi||<l ^ ? 

What pains like a shaft till death ? 

5PE05r^^TOI 

The sin committed in secrecy. 

15. 

Where is effort ordained ? 
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In learning, good medicine, charity. 

P . ft . „ , ,, . . ...f -V 

swiFniiiiw ? 

Where is indifference to be shown ? 

Towards bad people, another’s wife, another’s 
property. 

16 . ^ ? 

What is to be reflected on day and night ? 

^ 1I 

The futility of life; not certainly woman. 

What is to be cultivated with affection ? 

(Compassion towards the helpless; friendship 
with the good. 

17 . ^ f| aiw ^ wirt 

Whose self dan indeed never be chastened even 
at the cost of life ? 

^ PcmiRdl qr i 

The unintelligent, the doubting, the cheerless 
and the ungrateM. 
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18. 

Who is good ? 

? 

One of good conduct. 

Who is said to be the lowly ? 

Certainly the man of bad conduct. 

^ RRf xirn<cfti ? 

By whom is this world conquered ? 

w*i-ftrfrf^ieraT I 

By the person who has truthfulness and en¬ 
durance. 

19. •prifir ? 

To whom do Gods offer obleisance ? 

I 

One who extends pity. 

Which is to be shuddered at ? 

^RnT-3rTOI: I 

The noble-minded shudder at the jungle of life. 
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20. WfW^infWT:? 

At whose control lies the community of crea¬ 
tures ? 

RflclFI I 

One who speaks the truth, kindly and is hum¬ 
ble. 

Where should one stick ? 

To the right path wherein the seen and the 
unseen profits abound. 

21 . 

Who is bhnd ? 

^3TaFFk?l:| 

One who enjoys wrongdoing. 

? 

Who is deaf ? 

One who does not heed the good advice. 

? 

Who is dumb ? 

if 

One who does not know how to ^ek the kind 
words at the ri^t moment. 

22 . 

What is charily ? 
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3R1WII 
Expecting no return. 

Who is a friend ? 

^ fJfBfR-qt wm. I 

One who saves from sin. 

What is decoration ? 

#?RI 

Character. 

What is embellishment for speech ? 
iFlrqHI 

Truthfulness. 

23. ? 

What is momentary like lightning ? 

f4d«t(ci: I 

Bad company and young women. 

% ^Pdcfil^ 3lfq ? 

Who are they unshaken from their noble lin¬ 
eage and good conduct even in the Kalijmga ? 

?1M: 1^1 

Only good people. 
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What is that which is rare Mke the Cintamani? 

I I 

I will tell; that is. the four-fold good. 

What do those who have destroyed dark igno¬ 
rance specially urge repeatedly ? 

25. ^ Tsmm m 




Charity along with sweet words, knowledge 
with humility, courage with patience, wealth 
with repunciation. These four auspicious 
things are hard to attain. 

26. f%'?Tl^l 

What is to be grieved over ? 

ehl4‘J^H I 
Miserliness. 

What IS praiseworthy when there is affluence? 

Consideration for others. 
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Who is to be revered by the learned ? 

One who by nature is always humble. 

27. ? 

Who is the sun making the lotus of family 
blossom ? 

^ ^ 1 

One who though possessed of great quahties 
is yet unconceited. 

In whose control is this world ? 

fjRfId I . 

In his, whose speech is sweet and soothing, 
and who is wedded to righteousness. 

28. 

What is that which fascinates the hearts of the 
wise ? 

Ennobling poetry and the lady called knowl¬ 
edge. 
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Whom does disaster not overtake ? 
M14Wdi# =i Wll 

One who follows the advice of the elders and 
has controlled his senses. 

29. 

Whom does the Goddess of Wealth love ? 

One who is industrious without lethai^ and 
is just m conduct. 

And whom does she (Goddess of Wealth) desert 
all at once ? 

One who slanders the Brahmana, the Precep¬ 
tor, and the Gods and is lazy besides. 

30. 

Where is one to hve ? 

In the nearness to good people or in Kasi. 
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mRw l4f ? 

Which place is to be shumied ? 


One abounding in wicked people and ruled by 
a greedy king. 


31. 

By what means can a person be griefless ? 


By obedient wife and undiminisbing wealth. 


W^o is to be grieved over in this world ? 

One who is not a giver even when there is 
wealth. 


32. ? 

What is the cause of ignominy ? 

Currying the favour of unregenerate people. 

? 

Who is braver than even Rama ? 
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One who does not waver even when hit by the 
arrows of Cupid. 

33. aqil Fm ? 

What is to be contemplated day and night. 

The Feet of the Lord; not the worldly life. 

3F«IT: % ? 

Who are blind even when possessed of eyes ? 

% H | 

Those people who are unbelievers. 

34. ? 

Who is the well known lame person here (in 
this world) ? 

.. <**>.- __ .. . t . 

sraRr^ I 

One who takes up pilgrimage in old age. 

f% ^ gwi ? 

What is the foremost place of pdgrimE^e ? 

_♦ .^ 

MfWfl nl^oifuRi, 

That which removes the impurities of mind. 
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36. 

What is to be remembered by people ? 

^ wft mi I 

Always the Name of Hari; not the jargon of the 
unregenerate. 

^ ^ ? 

What shotlidnot be spoken by the good-minded 
(person) ? 

The faults of others; and, similarly, falsehood. 
36. 

What is to be earned by people ? 

W, 30^ I 

Knowledge, wealth, strength, fame, merit. 

Which is the destroyer of all good qualities ? 

Greed. 

? 

Who is the enemy 7 
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1 

Lust. 

37. 

And what assembly is to be shunned ? 

#Tf ^ I 

That which is devoid of elder councillor. 

^ 15131 ^:^ 11331 : ? 

Here in what should a man be cautious ? 

Verily, in the service of the King. 

38. HUll<fM ^ TR: ? 

What is dearer even than life ? 

One’s duties followed hereditarily and the com¬ 
pany of virtue'US. 

What is to be well protected ? 

.^ ^ f ■ 1^._ 

Hrp MRiadl I 

Good name, devoted wife and discernment. 
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39. ^ ^1% ? 

What is the Kalpa-creeper in the world ? 

Knowledge imparted to the earnest student. 

What is the imperishable banyan tree ? 

The gift offered to the deserving recipient ac¬ 
cording to niles. 

40. f% ? 

What is weapon for ail ? 

I 

Eeason. 

And who is the mother ? 

%l 

Cow. 

What indeed is strength ? 
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That which is courage. 

What is death ? 

^ I 

That which is absence of care. 

41. 

Where is poison? 

In wicked people. 

Mu 

What is defQement here? 

Indebtedness of men. 

What is fearlessness here ? 

I 

Non-attachment. 
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TOfqf^? 

What too is fear? 

For everyone it is wealth only. 

42 . 

What is rare for people to get ? 

I 

Devotion to Hari. 

What, too, is heinous ? 

I 

Cruelty. 

^ ft WrftR: Fllil ? 

Who, verily, is dear to the Lord? 

I 

One who causes no pain to others and is not 
lost in worries. 

43 . ? 

Whence is divine power? 
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iTRT: I 

From penance. 

Where is intelligence found? 

In the Brahmana. 

? 

Whence intelligence ? 

I 

By serving intimately the elders. 

? 

Who are the elderly ? 

I 

Those who know the duty and the truth. 

44 . ^ ? 

What is more painful than death to a respected 
person? 

Infamy. 
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Who will be happy in the v'orld? 

«nraRi 

The rich person. 

m*lfM ^ ? 

And what, indeed, is richness? 

By which there is fiilfflment of wants. 

45. ^r%aHT#5if^? 

What is the source of all pleasures? 

3^1 

Merit. 

And whence pain? 

^PTRII 
From sin. 

Whose is the lordship? 
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One, verily, who worships Sankara with devo¬ 
tion. 

46. ^ ? 

Who grows? 

fMtcf: 1 

The humble. 

? 

Who degenerates? 

I 

The conceited person. 

Who is not to be trusted? 

One who as a rule utters lies. 

47. 151 3T^fq WRJl? 

On what occasions, is even a lie sinless? 

That which is uttered for the sake of protecting 
righteousness 
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What is rigteousness? 

That which has been practised by the virtuous 
elders of the family. 

48. ^ 31351 ^ 

What is the strength of the good? 

God. 

^:^n3: ? 

Who is good? 

^3® t 

One who is always contented. 

What is divine? 

The good deeds. 

Who is the doer of good deeds? 
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'SI 1 

One who is praised by the virtuous. 

49. fM ? 

Who is the ftiend of a householder? 

*rpif I 

His wife. 

And who is a householder? 

^r»Icl I 

One who performs sacrifices. 

^: ? 

What is sacrifice ? 

That which is ordained by the scripture and is 
for the welfare of people. 

60. 

Whose action is fruitful ? 

'sli 3^ airaiT^ ftlf: 1 

Of one who is of good conduct and refined. 
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Who is the refined? 

^ ^WluiclK I 

One who has accepted the Vedas as authority. 

? 

Who is the one that gets killed? 

I 

One who has fallen from his religious duties. 
51. 

Who is the blessed? 

One who i as renounced. 

^ ? 

Who is esteemed ? 

I 

One who is wise and good. 

? 

Who is to be worshipped? 

^T?RITI 
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One who gives freely. 

Who is the giver freely ? 

One who gives satisfaction to the needy. 

52. 

What is good fortune for those who have body? 

Health. 

^:TTr#? 

Who is the one that reahzes the result ? 

The tiller. 

For whom is there no sin ? 

TO I 

For one who recites holy syllables. 

Who is the complete person? 

2 « 



■*1: JRRH Wl 

One who has progeny. 

53. ? 

What is difficult for human beings? 

fkm wm I 

The constant control of the mind. 

^ !a?R'4esiR ? 

Who is a Brahmacarin? 

I 

One who has sublimated his life-energy instead 
of wasting it. 

54. 

Who is said to be Supreme Goddess? 

I 

The consciousness - power (Amba). 

Who is the protector of the world? 

^1 

The Sun. 
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Who is the cause of livelihood for everyone? 

I 

That is rain. 

55. ^ ? 

Who is brave ? 

MhraTcITI 

One who protects those in fright. 

? 

And who is the protector? 

^13?: I 

It is the preceptor. 

? 

Indeed, who is said to be the World-preceptor? 

% I 
Siva. 

?IH ? 

Whence knowledge ? 
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f?raT^i 

Only from Siva. 

66 . 

How can one get release ? 

I 

By devotion to Mukunda (Vishnu). 

? 

Who is Mukunda ? 

I 

One who takes us across ignorance. 

And what is ignorance ? 

^ 3Tl?*Rl I 

The non-manifestation of the Self. 

57. dJFf =r ? 

For whom there is no sorrow ? 

FITd 3?^: I 

For one who has no anger. 


^2 


What is happiness ? 

#1 

Contentment. 

Who is king ? 

One who makes others happy. 

Who is a dog ? 

H1?11 

One who serves the lowly. 

58. ^ ? 

Who wields Maya ? 

The Supreme Lord. 

What is the divine Magic ? 

1 

This world. 
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^ M ? 

What resembles a dream ? 


The activities of our waking life. 

And what is real ? 

Wl 

Brahman. 

59. 

What is illusory ? 

■JlfSaiTOHI 

That which is destroyed by knowledge. 

3^1 ? 

(What is) total non-entity ? 

?Rlf5RMTf3l 
Hare’s horn etc. 

What is indeterminable as either real or un¬ 
real? 
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I 

Maya. 

What is it that is superimposed {im^;ined) ? 

hPi\ 

Duality. 

60. f%Wnf^FtT(I? 

What is ultimately real ? 

Non-duality. 

? 

Whence this unknowingness ? 

It is beginningless. 

ft;*! ? 

And what is the sustainer of the body ? 

URSltll 

The actions that have started yielding results. 
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’Ef 3i5r?rf^ ? 

What bestows food ? 

Aod that is life-span. 

61. sim^: 3qiFI: ? 

Who is to be contemplated by the Brahmanas? 

T[r# - ^ - ^ - ’TtER: % I 

Siva who is seen in the Gayatri, Sun and fire. 

’TPP^IT 311^ 3F^ ^ 3 ? 

What is there in the Gayatri, Sun, fire and Siva? 

That is the Reality. 

62. JTW^El'dl ^ ? 

Who is the perceptible Goddess ? 

Hldl I 
Mother. 

And who is the Preceptor to be honoured ? 
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?IRt I 
Father. 

Who is the self of all deities ? 

- ^53#55|^ %: I 

The Brahmana who is endowed with knowl¬ 
edge and action. 

63. m ? 

What is the cause of the decadence of a family? 

That which one does to produce heartburn in 
good people. 

Whose words never fail ? 

^ 3^1: I 

T^ose, of course, who observe truthfulness, 
silence and control of the mind. 

64. f% ? 

What is birth ? 

Attachment to sense-objects. 
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What is one’s subsequent birth ? 

35l;Fn^l 
It is the son. 

What is unavoidable ? 

m\ 

Death. 

Where is the foot to be placed ? 

Where purity is perceived. 

65. W f% 3l5l^ ? 

Who is the fit recipient of the gift of food ? 

The hungry. 

^31^f? ? 

Indeed who is to be worshipped ? 
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Incarnation of God. 


WR? 

Who is the Lord ? 

The Supreme Lord who is both Narayana and 
Sankara. 

66 . ^ ? 

And what is the result of devotion to the Lord? 

I 

The immediate realization of His Abode and 
one’s own Nature. 

? 

And what is release ? 

f? aif^? 1 

Indeed, it it the setting of ignorance. 

What is the origin of the Vedas ? 

And then, Om. 
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67. 

f( gsRIl’T^on ^ 

%i?n«n7T^ ■'erfWT^3 ii 

Those for whom the Question-Answer-Gem 
necklace is ready to quote from memory shine 
in the assembly of noble people like the neck¬ 
lace of pearls by dint of their purity. 

eillTrMWC'H - 

- sTW^TTR:^ 

w^ll 

Thus ends the Prasnottara Ratna Malika - the 
Question - Answer - Gem - Necklace by Sri- 
mad Paramahamsa Parivrajakacharya Srimad 
Sankara Bhagavatpada. 
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